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Fish memo

Date:
8/31/01

From:
CRITFC

RE:
Chinook sampling at AFF

One fall chinook salmon died during routine sampling at the Bonneville Dam Adult Fish Facility on August 31, 2001.  This fish was wounded and very mature, 70.5 cm  fall chinook salmon (we aged it as a 0.2, a 3-year-old).  The adipose fin was intact on this fish.  It is doubtful that this was an  ESA-listed Snake River Fall Chinook .  In fact, there were some biologists present that identified the specimen as a tule chinook, in which case it could not be an ESA-listed fish.  Even if it was an ESA-listed Snake River Fall Chinook, it appeared highly unlikely that it would have survived to spawn due to it's advanced state of maturation and because the fish had a serious wound, as a large part of the flesh around the jaw was missing.  

Sampling procedures were typical for summertime operations when temperatures are elevated.  Prior to the sampling crew's arrival at 7 AM, the University of Idaho (UI) staff radio tagging fish, added 18 ml of clove oil to approximately 225 gallons of water in the anesthetic tank.  Ice was added to the sampling tank so that the water temperature was 20 C, while that of the recovery tank was 21.7C.  Four chinook were sampled prior to the fish in question, but only 3 fish in the anesthetic tank at one time.  Nothing unusual was noted about the fish that died during sampling other than the previously mentioned wound and the fact that it was very mature.    The fish was placed in the recovery tank.  It was noticed about 15 minutes later that it was recovering very slowly, although it seemed to be gilling satisfactorily.  When it was next checked, another 10 minutes later, it did not appear to be gilling.  Efforts to revive the fish by moving the fish back and forth, thereby forcing water through its gills, were unsuccessful.  

Following the fish's demise, we took pictures of the fish and left messages with USACE biologists.  When we departed at noon, the fish was left with UI for disposal back into the river.  We sampled 75 other chinook and 20 coho on that day without any problems.  UI disposed of the fish in the Glory Hole.

Information from Denise Kelsey with Columbia River Intertribal Fish Commission.
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